FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact: 

Date:





Phone: 







Email: 

(name of district or town official) ENDORSES SCHOOL SAFETY WEEK

(Name/title) today officially proclaimed October 17-23, 2010, as (district/town) Safe Schools Week. 

Events of real and threatened violence, as well as serious injuries and medical emergencies, in both public and private schools across the country highlight the critical need for widespread awareness of school safety issues. Making positive, proactive choices throughout a community—rather than just reacting when negative conditions arise—help create safe, effective schools.

Jon Akers, Kentucky Center for School Safety (KCSS) Director, said, “National studies prove that schools are safe places to be, Kentucky teachers and administrators make every effort to create caring environments for their students throughout the Commonwealth, but there is much that can still be done.”
These events, and others, demonstrate that this issue reaches much farther than the school setting into the community as well. Safe schools exist in safe communities.

This observance will be used, in part, to bring together all Kentuckians in a concerted effort to improve school climate and thus the educational process. “The KCSS offers our support as a collaborative partnership to the citizens of the Commonwealth,” said Akers, “to come together to create community-wide events that focus on awareness, prevention, and cooperation during Kentucky Safe Schools Week.”

Involving youth in prevention efforts is a critical piece of the school safety puzzle. The KCSS is proud to announce that it is providing an “Online R-E-S-P-E-C-T Pledge! It encompasses the idea that respect of one’s self and others will help to eliminate problems surrounding a variety of school safety issues.” Log on the KCSS website at www.kysafeschools.org  and take the pledge, compete in a safety poster contest and participate in five days focused on school safety with lesson plans and activities for students, parents, educators and the whole community.  This observance complements the state and national campaign. The Kentucky “R-E-S-P-E-C-T” campaign is sponsored by the KCSS. America’s Safe Schools Week is sponsored by the National School Safety Center. “People realize now is the time to join together to insure the safety and well-being of our children, and to provide quality education for the future leaders of our country,” said Akers.

