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Define

"Sexting"

when people take sexually
revealing picture of themselves
or others and send them as

text message attachments.

Teens o0sexto to shc
get attention, to show Iinterest,
or prove their commitment.
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Teen Sexting




i What Do We Know About Teens
and Technology Use?

. Current survey results shows that 22% of teen
girls and 20% of teen boys have sent a nude or
semi/nude picture of themselves

- 22% of the teens admit that technology makes
them personally more forward and aggressive

- 29% believe those exchanging sexy content are
oexpect ed-uaporndate h oo k




Nearly all teens have their own email address and about 3 in 4 have a cell phone or a ’/
profile on a social networking site. CQK

Technology Teens Have Or Use

Blog 14%

Webcam 22%
Game Systemwith Chat 27%
Digital Camera 59%
Instant Messenger Screen-name 60%
Social Networking Profile T2%
Cell phone 73%

Email Address 91%

T T T T T

0% 20% 40% 80% 80% 100%

C715: Which of the following, if any, do you have or use? Please select all that apply.
Base: Al respondents (n=633)
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Teens appear to be very active online, with the majority having sent an email, researched

for school, updated their own or viewed someone &lse’s online profile, posted or viewed coy/z
photos or videos, or sent an instant message. e ’

Online Activities Teens Have Engaged In During
Past Month

Blogged 12% Average hours
Used a Webcam 13% online per week: 26.8
Talked to Someone in a Chat Room 20%
Shopped Online I1%
Played a Videc Garne Online 47%
Sentan Instant Message (IM) 2%

Updated my Cnline Profile 58%
Posted or Viewed Photos or Videos 63%
Checked out Someone Else’s Online Profile 67%
Research for School 73%
Sentan Email 80%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Q710: About how many hours per day do you spend online in an average weekday?

Q712: About how many hours per day do you spend online in an average weekend?

Q720: Which of the following things, if any, have you done online in the past month? Please select all that apply.
Base: All respondents (n=633)
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Given their activity level online, it comes as no surprise that many teens have c oy/z
S

posted personal information on a public blog or social networking site, most
ommonly photos of themselves.

Posted/Shared Information On Public Blog Or
Social Networking Site

Your Address
Places Where you Typically Go
Your Call Phone Number
Videos of Yourself

Videos of Friends

A Fake Age

The City Where You Live
Name of Your School

Photos of Frisnds
Your Real Age
Photos of Yourself

14%
14% None of these: 28%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Q730: Have you posted or shared the following types of information on a public blog or social networking site (like MySpace,
Facebook, Bebo, etc.)? Please select all that apply. Base: All respondants (n=635)
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About three-quarters of teens are at least somewhat concerned that personal
information that is posted publicly could negatively impact their future. CO/%
.-'f L]

Concern That Personal Information
Posted Publicly Could Negatively
Impact Future

% Very Concerned

15% 17% 7% 15%
At least Not at all
Somewhat concerned
Concerned: Somewhat 24%
6% concerned

44%

Q740: How concemed, if at all, are you that posting your personal information (including photos or videos) on a public blog or
social networking site could have a negative effect on your future?
Base: All respondents (n=633), Younger Boys (n=139), Younger Girls (n=169), Older Boys (n=160), Qider Girls (n=167)
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1in 4 teens know someone who has had something bad happen to them because co’/ '
of information or photos posted electronically on a publicly accessible site. / /( .

Know Someone Something Person Who Something

Bad Has Happened To Has Happened To
Because Of Information Or 20% -
Photos Posted Online
16%
15% -
10% - 9%
5% -
1% 1%
0% — L
A Friend Me Somecne Someone
inmy slss
family

C745: Do you know anyone who has had something bad happen to them because of information or photos posted
electronically on a publicly accessible site?
Base: All respondents (n=633)
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Profile of a Sexter

Demographics
+ Evenly split boys/girs (23% qiris vs. 47% boys)

v Sext Senders are more likely to be girls (65% qirls vs. 32% boys)

+ More [ikely to be older (61% ages 16-18, 39% ages 13-1)

High Technology Use

+ Spend more time online per week (31.7 hours, compared to 26.6 hours for teens overall
+ Owns or uses: cell phone (81%), social networking profile (86%)

+ |n past month has: checked out someone else’s online profile (62%), updated own onling profile (79%),
posted or viewed photos or videos (86%)

+ On public blog or social networking site, has posted: photos of self (80%) or fends (70%)




Online safety
+ - About as likely to think personal information online Is unsafe (56% vs. 59% for teens overall)

+ - No more concemed about informetion online having a negative affect on future (73% vs. 76% for teens
overall)

Attitudes Towards Bullying

+ More likely to have been bullied (30% vs. 19% for teens overall) and slightly more ikely to have bullied
someone (16% vs. 10% for teens overal)

Sexting

+ More likely to think people their age are old enough to decide for themselves whether sexting is all nght
(76% vs. 4% for teens overall

+ More likely to think adults overmeact when teens send sexually suggestive text message and emails to
each other (67% vs. 48% for teens overall

Base: All respondents (n=633), Sexter (n=123)
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About 1 in 5 teens have engaged in some kind of sexting, either sending, receiving or :
forwarding sexually suggestive emails or text messages with a nude or nearly-nude co/{,
;,.- L]

bhoto.
Engaged in Sexting Type of Sexting
20% -
17%
15% -
10% - 9%
5% -
3%
0% .

Senta Sext Recsiveda Forwardeda
Sext Sext

1005: The next few guestions are about sending sexually suggestive text messages or emails with nude or nearly-nude photos.
Have you ever.__? Please select all that apply.
Base: Al respondants (n=633)
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Overwhelmingly, those who send and receive sexts say they are sent co%

to boyfriends/girlfriends.

People Who Sext Senders Send Messages To

Boyfriend/Girlfriend 60% 75%
Someone l/they had a crush on 21% 49%
Ex-boyfriend/ Ex-girlfriend 19% 20%
Best friend 14% 20%
Friends other than my/their best friend 18% 23%
Someone l/they don't know 11% 18%
Classmates 4% 18%
Someone else 14% 13%
Decline to answer 3% 1%

| don’t know - 2%

C1010;: Who have you sent a text message or email with a nude or nearly-nudefsexually suggestive photo of yourself to?/
Who do you think people send text messages or emails with these nude or nearly-nude/sexually suggestive photos of
themselves to?

Base: Respondents who have sent sexts (n=34*) Base: Respondents who have recefved sexts (n=107)

*Flease use caution when interpreting data, due to small base size.

4 3% of those who have engaged in either sending or receiving sexts have done both.
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The top reasons for sext senders to send these messages are because someone asked
them to and to have fun. For sext receivers, it is to have fun and to impress someone. co%

People Who Sext Senders Send Messages To

Someone asked me/them to 43% 46%
To have fun 40% 54%
To impress someone 21% 48%
To feel good about myselffthemselves 18% 32%
To try to date someone 8% 33%
As a joke 4% 16%
To make someone jealous 3% 13%
As a dare 1% 25%
Some other reason 29% 21%
Decline to answer 8% 4%

| don’t know - 3%

C1015: Why have you sent a text message or email with a nude or nearly-nudefsexually suggestive photo of yoursalf?

Why do you think people send text messages or emails with nude or nearly-nude/sexually suggestive photos of themselves?
Flease select all that apply.

Base: Respondents who have sent sexts (n=234%) Base. Respondents who have received sexts (n=107)

*Flease use caution when interpreting dafa, due fo small base size.

"4 3% of those who have engaged in either sending or receiving sexts have dane both.
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Only 1 in 7 sexters have been caught having sent or receiving these messages,
most commonly by a parent. cof%

Proportion of Sexters Caught Caught By...
Sexting 10% 1 g
8% -
8% -
4% -

3% 3%
2% o I I
0% . .

Parent Teacher Another Someocne
Authority  slse
Figure
Q1045: Have you ever been caught sending, receiving, or forwarding nude or nearly-nude/sexually suggestive photos? Please

select all that applhy.
Base: Respondents who have ever been caught sending, receiving, or forwarding phofos (n=116)
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18 is wrong, with 48% also believing that it should be illegal.

About three-quarters of teens think that sexting with photos of someone under co%
s

Attitudes About Sexting

3%
‘ % It is Wrong (net)
It is wrong
(net): 74%
2% T9% 2% T6%
26%

“ It is wreng and Should be illegal
It i wrong, but should not be illagal

* ltis fine as long as the people sending AND receiving the photo think it is ok
= There is nothing wrong with it

(1050: Generally, how do you feel about sending or receiving nude or nearly-nudefsexually suggestive photos of someons under
187
Basze: AN respondents (n=633), Younger Boys (n=139), Younger Girls (n=169), Oider Boys (n=160), Older Girls (n=167)
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About 8 in 10 teen sexters are under 18 years old. CO}/(

Age Breakout of Teen Sexters
30% -

250, - 24%
20% -
16% -
10% -

5% -

0% -

13ylos 14y/os 1S8ylos 16vylos 17ylos 18 yl/os

2280: Age.
Base: Respondents who have Sent, Received or Forwarded Sexts (n=116)

Cox Communications Teen Online & Wireless 41
= = T T g T =1



While three-quarters of teens under 18 think they are too young to be

sending sexts, half think they are at least old enough to decide for coz//{
themselves whether it is ok for them to do it. L

% Agree With Statements About Sexting

Strongly Agree
= Somewhat Agree

80% - 74%
60% - o

42% 52%
40% - 18%
20% -
ﬂ% i T

People my ags are too young to be sending nude People my age are old enough to decide for
of nearly-nude/sexually suggestive photos to sach themsslves whether it is all right for them to send
other nude or nearly-nude/saxually suggestive photos of
thamselvesto other paople

Q1055: Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: Respondents age 13-17 {n=330)
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While nearly all teens think it's dangerous to be sending sexts co%
S

of themselves, just over half know there are legal consequences.

% Agree With Statements About Sexting
100% -

90%
Strongly Agree
80% - = Somewhat Agree
60% - 3% 55%
48%
20%
40% - 14%
20% -
0% -
Itis dangerousto send nude or  VWhen someons gets caught  Adults overreact when tesns send
nearly-nude/sexually suggestive  sending nude or nearly nude saxually suggestive text
photos of yourself photos, there are legal messages and emails to each
consequences involved other

Cy1055: Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: Al respondents (n=633)
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Tell i1 ng Teens to

- Is this the answer?

- In this cyber society, can we expect teens to stop
using the technology?

- How do we cope, teach, nurture cyber citizenship
and enforce cyber rules???

- Are we creating a monitoring nightmare?

- How much time do you spend cyber issues at
school?
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Donét assume an
you send or post is going
e (O remain private.

Your messages and images will get
passed around, even If you think

t hey wW@nobteensand
(originally meant to be private)
shown to them and 20% say they
have shared such a message with
someone other than the person for
whom Is was originally meant.




here Is no changing your
mind in cyberspace n
anything you send or post

® Wil never truly go away.

Something that seemsfun and flirty and is
done on a whim will never really die.
Potential employers, college recruiters,
teachers, coaches, parents, friends,
enemies, strangers and others may all be
able to find your past posts, even after you
delete them. And it is nearly impossible to
control what other people are posting
about you.

Think about it; Even if you have second
thoughts and delete a racy photo, there is no
telling who has already copied that photo and
posted it elsewhere.

/




Donot gl ve 1n Q
to do something that makes
® you uncomfortable, even in

cyberspace.

More than 40% of teens and young adults
(42% total, 47% of teens, 38% of young
adults) say opressur e
girls and women send and post sexually
suggestive messages and images. More than
20% of teens and young adults (22% total,
24% teens, 20% young a
from friendso Is a r ea
post sexually suggestive messages and
Images.

/




Consi der t he r e

° reaction.

Just because a message Is meant to dan
doesnodot mean the person
it that way. Four In ten teen girls who have
sent sexually suggestiy
| 0 Kk mutmany teen boys (29%) agree that

gl rl's who send such con
date or hook up I n real
more provocative or outgoing online, but
whatever you write, post or send does
contributetotheredl 1 f e | mpressi o
making.

/




Nothing Is truly anonymous.
O

Nearly one in five younqg people who
send sexually suggestive messages and
Images, do so to people they only know
online (18% total, 15% teens). It is
Important to remember that even |f
someone only knows you by screen name,
online profile, phone number or emall
address, that they can probably find you If
they try hard enough.







- It's illegal : Don't take or send nude or sexually
suggestive photos of yourself or anyone else. If
you do, even if they're of you or you pass along
someone else's you could be charged with
producing or distributing child pornography. If
you keep them on your phone or computer you
could be charged with possession. If they go to
someone in another state (and that happens really
easily), it's a federal felony.




DANGERS or "SEX-TING"

TEENS NOW BEI» DHARGED WITH CRIMES

O s R
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Exampl es f r omeé Béxeng: Yauih Practices'
and Legal Implications " (PDF), For instance:

. "In Massachusetts, police were considering criminal
charges after an eighth grade girl sent pictures of herself
to her eighth grade boyfriend, who then sold the images
to other children for $5."

- "In Virginia, two male high school students, aged 15
and 18, were charged with possession of child
pornography and electronic solicitation for nude and
semiZiude images of minor girls contained on cell
phones after they actively solicited the photos from
younger female students for trade among themselves."



http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Sacco_Argudin_Maguire_Tallon_Sexting_Jun2010.pdf
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Sacco_Argudin_Maguire_Tallon_Sexting_Jun2010.pdf

A Few More Examples

In Florida, "an 184/earsld high school senior who had recently
broken up with his 16 4earsld girlfriend e -mailed everyone on
hisexfyi rl fri endds email contact
originally e -mailed only to him. He was convicted under state
child pornography law and required to register as a sex
offender."

"In Wisconsin, a 174/eardld boy was charged with possession of
child pornography after posting naked pictures of his

164/eardld exAyirlfriend online with captions [crude captions
deleted]."

"Also in Wisconsin, an 184/eardld was sentenced to 15 years in
prison for an extortion scheme in which he tricked male
classmates into sending him nude photos of themselves and then
blackmailed them with exposure if they refused to have sex with
him."




Kentucky Law?

Teen Sexting
Police say teens are

sending nude or semi- o e punthl oy a0
nude photos of et s e,
themselves via a text 0} e 8 ot P
VES Vi Xt. xe
: ﬁi\ﬁo‘wﬂii\z\dbe &\gme N e
The problem is, what eSO 100 ol
i i ound 1.0 3 thes®
might be intended as at ysca@&awho sent :
. o )
a joke, could land "y te:f)‘}f@c&“fimeas\<°
. . c 1 g Q
them in big trouble e e W g
I \Oeﬁ\% ’\d?o
and facing a felony oy <
charge. S

WKYT.com:Channel 27
Lexington, Kentucky

Posted: 11:10 PM Mar 11, 2009
Reporter: Amber Philpott



http://www.wkyt.com/

Think about the
Conseqguenceseé

O

- Of taking, sending, or forwarding a sexual
picture of someone underage,eveni f 1 t 0 S
you.

- You could

. get kicked-off sports teams,

- get kicked-off cheering squads,

- face humiliation,

- lose educational privileges

--and even get in trouble with the law .




Never Takee

- Pirctures of vyourself t
everyoneto see
- Classmates
- Family
- Teachers
- Employers
« Think ahead
- College Recruiters
- Future Employers
- Future Spouses and their Families
- Your Children




Think before you send.

- Rememberyou cannot control who will see that
picture or read that message once it hits the
Internet.

. You cannot take it back.

- What you send to a girlfriend or boyfriend can be
forwarded to their friends, acquaintances, online
chat buddies, etce

- Qut of spite your image can travel to people you
do not want it to reach.

- It could change a life forever




The Hope Witsell Tragedy

Jowy B2
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| f You For war
0

- A sexual picture of someone underagdgunder 18)
you are asresponsible for this image as the
original sender.

- You can facee

- Pornography charges

- Go to jall

- Register as a Sex Offender




Is Sexting Pornography?

BEXTING A TRUE CRIME?
STATES MAY REDUCE CHARGES FOR TEEN

®




‘Sexting’ teenagers risk child-porn charges

SEXTING HAS SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES
HOW IT HAS AFFECTED PHILLIP ALPERT

Kicked out of college
Probation for 5 years

Registered Sex Offender
Mandatory Sex Offender Class ($1500/yr)
Not allowed to use the internet

i‘:' e "SEXTING' IS SERIOUS
PERT]  FEDERAL CRIME IN AT LEAST NINE STATES
2 475

MEIN FOX NEWS




Only Open from Friends

o PUL Report 1 fe

- Do not open any message from anyone you do
not know

- Report any nude picture you receive on your
cell phone to an adult you trust

- Do not delete the messagetake the phone to
the trusted adult

- Involve your teachers, parents, counselors,
principals immediately (to stop the sender
from Osextingod ot hers)
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What to Emphasizé aJt;w_S)th@ )
about "Sexting

1. Educate (staff, students and parents)

2. Review policies and handbooks relating to
AUP, digital communication and Internet
abuse

A Sample policies from KSBA
3. State consequences clearly F
4. Be consistent |

-
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Addressing Sexting in School
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www.kysafeschools.org/sexting.html




