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Define

"Sexting"

when people take sexually 
revealing picture of themselves 
or others and send them as 

text message attachments. 
Teens òsextó to show off, to 
get attention, to show interest, 
or prove their commitment.



Teen Sexting



What Do We Know About Teens 

and Technology Use?

·Current survey results shows that 22% of teen 
girls and 20% of teen boys have sent a nude or 
semi/nude picture of themselves 

·22% of the teens admit that technology makes 
them personally more forward and aggressive

·29% believe those exchanging sexy content are 
òexpectedó to hook-up or date

































Telling Teens to Stop òTextingó

·Is this the answer?

·In this cyber society, can we expect teens to stop 
using the technology?

·How do we cope, teach, nurture cyber citizenship 
and enforce cyber rules???

·Are we creating a monitoring nightmare?

·How much time do you spend cyber issues at 
school? 





Donõt assume anything 

you send or post is going 

to remain private.

Your messages and images will get 
passed around, even if you think 
they wonõt: 40% of teensand 
(originally meant to be private) 
shown to them and 20% say they 
have shared such a message with 
someone other than the person for 
whom is was originally meant.



There is no changing your 

mind in cyberspace ñ

anything you send or post 

will never truly go away.

Something that seems fun and flirty and is 
done on a whim will never really die. 
Potential employers, college recruiters, 
teachers, coaches, parents, friends, 
enemies, strangers and others may all be 
able to find your past posts, even after you 
delete them. And it is nearly impossible to 
control what other people are posting 
about you. 

Think about it: Even if you have second 
thoughts and delete a racy photo, there is no 
telling who has already copied that photo and 
posted it elsewhere.



Donõt give in to the pressure 

to do something that makes 

you uncomfortable, even in 

cyberspace.

More than 40% of teens and young adults 
(42% total, 47% of teens, 38% of young 
adults) say òpressure from guysó is a reason 
girls and women send and post sexually 
suggestive messages and images. More than 
20% of teens and young adults (22% total, 
24% teens, 20% young adults) say òpressure 
from friendsó is a reason guys send and 
post sexually suggestive messages and 
images.



Consider the recipientõs 

reaction.

Just because a message is meant to be fun
doesnõt mean the person who gets it will see 
it that way. Four in ten teen girls who have 
sent sexually suggestive content did so òas a 
jokeóbut many teen boys (29%) agree that 
girls who send such content are òexpected to 
date or hook up in real life.ó Itõs easier to be 
more provocative or outgoing online, but 
whatever you write, post or send does 
contribute to the real-life impression youõre 
making.



Nothing is truly anonymous.

Nearly one in five young people who 
send sexually suggestive messages and 
images, do so to people they only know 
online (18% total, 15% teens). It is 
important to remember that even if 
someone only knows you by screen name, 
online profile, phone number or email 
address, that they can probably find you if 
they try hard enough.





·It's illegal : Don't take or send nude or sexually 
suggestive photos of yourself or anyone else. If 
you do, even if they're of you or you pass along 
someone else's - you could be charged with 
producing or distributing child pornography. If 
you keep them on your phone or computer you 
could be charged with possession. If they go to 
someone in another state (and that happens really 
easily), it's a federal felony.



Itõs Illegalé.



Examples froméThe paper, "Sexting: Youth Practices 

and Legal Implications " (PDF), For instance:

·"In Massachusetts, police were considering criminal 
charges after an eighth grade girl sent pictures of herself 
to her eighth grade boyfriend, who then sold the images 
to other children for $5."

·"In Virginia, two male high school students, aged 15 
and 18, were charged with possession of child 
pornography and electronic solicitation for nude and 
semiȤnude images of minor girls contained on cell 
phones after they actively solicited the photos from 
younger female students for trade among themselves."

http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Sacco_Argudin_Maguire_Tallon_Sexting_Jun2010.pdf
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Sacco_Argudin_Maguire_Tallon_Sexting_Jun2010.pdf


A Few More Examples

· In Florida, "an 18ȤyearȤold high school senior who had recently 
broken up with his 16ȤyearȤold girlfriend e -mailed everyone on 
his exȤgirlfriendõs email contact list nude images that she had 
originally e -mailed only to him. He was convicted under state 
child pornography law and required to register as a sex 
offender."

· "In Wisconsin, a 17ȤyearȤold boy was charged with possession of 
child pornography after posting naked pictures of his 
16ȤyearȤold exȤgirlfriend online with captions [crude captions 
deleted]."

· "Also in Wisconsin, an 18ȤyearȤold was sentenced to 15 years in 
prison for an extortion scheme in which he tricked male 
classmates into sending him nude photos of themselves and then 
blackmailed them with exposure if they refused to have sex with 
him."



Kentucky Law?

·Teen Sexting 
·Police say teens are 

sending nude or semi-
nude photos of 
themselves via a text. 
The problem is, what 
might be intended as 
a joke, could land 
them in big trouble 
and facing a felony 
charge.

WKYT.com Channel 27 

Lexington, Kentucky

Posted: 11:10 PM Mar 11, 2009

Reporter: Amber Philpott

http://www.wkyt.com/


Think about the 

Consequencesé

·Of taking, sending, or forwarding a sexual 
picture of someone underage, even if itõs of 
you.
·You could
·get kicked-off sports teams, 
·get kicked-off cheering squads, 
·face humiliation, 
·lose educational privileges 
·and even get in trouble with the law . 



Never Takeé

·Pictures of yourself that you wouldnõt want 
everyoneto see
·Classmates
·Family
·Teachers
·Employers

·Think ahead
·College Recruiters
·Future Employers
·Future Spouses and their Families
·Your Children



Think before you send.

·Remember you cannot control who will see that 
picture or read that message once it hits the 
internet.
·You cannot take it back.
·What you send to a girlfriend or boyfriend can be 

forwarded to their friends, acquaintances, online 
chat buddies, etcé
·Out of spite your image can travel to people you 

do not want it to reach.
·It could change a life forever



The Hope Witsell Tragedy



If You Forwardé

·A sexual picture of someone underage(under 18) 
you are as responsible for this image as the 
original sender. 
·You can faceé
·Pornography charges
·Go to jail
·Register as a Sex Offender



Is Sexting Pornography?





Only Open from Friends 

but Report ifé

·Do not open any message from anyone you do 
not know
·Report any nude picture you receive on your 

cell phone to an adult you trust
·Do not delete the message, take the phone to 

the trusted adult
·Involve your teachers, parents, counselors, 

principals immediately (to stop the sender 
from òsextingó others)



1. Educate (staff, students and parents)

2. Review policies and handbooks relating to 
AUP, digital communication and Internet 
abuse
Å Sample policies from KSBA

3. State consequences clearly

4. Be consistent



Addressing Sexting in School



www.kysafeschools.org/sexting.html


